


In 2024, Breakthrough continued to engage in policy advocacy at the legislative, institutional and internal 
levels. Our efforts included influencing federal, state and local policymaking, supporting institutional change 
at middle schools, high schools, and colleges and universities in our region, and developing and implementing 
better practices within Breakthrough’s own direct service model.

With your support, we were able to:

POLICY & ADVOCACY

Build on the momentum of our pilot Advocacy Fellows 
cohort by launching the Breakthrough Research and 
Policy Internship in Spring 2024. Four Breakthrough 
college students researched how affordability challenges 
and opportunities impact first-generation students’ 
postsecondary success in Central Texas.

Remain a leading partner in the Texas Community 
College Student Advisory Council, by speaking at higher 
education conferences, testifying at Senate 
subcommittee hearings, and engaging with media to 
spotlight community college pathways across Texas.

Host and participate in various events, including two 
statewide convenings on addressing college students’ 
basic needs, and a panel on the Higher Ed Immigration 
Portal’s K–12 Advising Guide.

Collaborate closely with state and national partners to 
improve the Free Applicaion for Federal Student Aid 
(FAFSA). 

Actively participate in five key coalitions and initiatives



Through our Student & Family Support Fund, 
406 students received direct support –
336 of them were for financial assistance and 70 
utilized no-cost mental health services.

47%
Mental Health 

Services

8%
Cash Assistance 

29%
Tuition & Fees

16%
Basic Needs

$428,528

As a Research and Policy Intern with 
Breakthrough last year, I gained a 
deeper understanding of the challenges 
faced by those who are the first in their 
families to earn a degree — challenges 
that went beyond my own. Analyzing 
student surveys and leading focus 
groups with nearly a dozen students, I 
realized the emotional toll many 
experience as they strive to meet basic 
needs while managing family 
responsibilities and the demands of 
earning a degree. I also saw how barriers 
like housing instability and financial strain 
are not only pervasive but often go 
unnoticed. It became clear that targeted 
interventions, such as emergency 
financial assistance and tailored 
academic resources, are essential to 
ensuring that students not only access 
college but thrive once there. 

THE STUDENT & 
FAMILY SUPPORT 
FUND

 Ricky Lefranc Pierantozzi
Breakthrough College Graduate

FUNDS DISTRIBUTED



I am so proud to be a part of this beautiful community as a student and teaching 
fellow. I enjoy giving back to Breakthrough because of everything it has done for 
me over the years. I also hope to make the same impact on these middle 
schoolers. Every time we have field trips, teacher vs student volleyball, pie days, 
and celebrations it brings me back to when I was in middle school experiencing 
these things for the first time and never wanting it to be my last.

MARIA 
4X TEACHING FELLOW



271
volunteers

72
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28
Full-Time
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Huy Nguyen
Gloria Perez
Robin Resas
Javier Ramirez
Daniel Reyes
Yasmine Smith
Jose Vara

Co-Chairs
Javier Ramirez
Jabrell Scott

Board of Trustees
Esteban Armenta
Dr. Tomás Boatwright
Irma Brand
Christie Bybee
Christina Corona, Treasurer
Munira Fareed, Vice Chair
Julie Fisher

Revlynn Lawson
Carolyn Lewis
Mysha Lubke, Secretary
Dr. Charles Martinez, Jr.
Steve Martinez
Jeffrey McDowell
Karey Nalle Oddo
Walt Penn

Gloria Perez
Michael Ramirez
Jabrell Scott
Taylor Sisson
Jessica Slade, Chair
Monica Maldonado Williams
Kristen Worrall

Alumni Network Council



FINANCIAL REPORT

SUPPORT & REVENUE

Promise Fund Disbursement
 $47,646

Fee for service
 $418,800

Corporate
$850,635

Foundations/
Organizations

$4,033,440

Government
 $2,155,835

Individuals
$3,597,799

$11,104,155

EXPENSES
Programs & Services

$8,467,496

$10,201,801

Fundraising & Admin 
$1,734,305



Approximately twenty-percent of the funds raised through The Breakthrough Challenge campaign were 
designated to establish The Promise Fund, an endowment to help ensure Breakthrough can always fulfill the 
12-year promise we make to our students. 

Endowment Fund Financial Report for December 31, 2023 through December 31, 2024:

Market Value as of December 31, 2023      $1,781,536

Gifts Received          $57,848

Income and Investment Gains/Losses      $148,082

Market Value as of December 31, 2024      $1,953,166

THE PROMISE FUND



Aaliyah Gutierrez Cano 
St. Edward's University

Alejandro Tejada 
Texas State University

Alice Timugura 
The University of Texas at Austin

Alondra Silva 
Texas Tech University

Amaris Ochoa 
Texas State University

Analicia Castillo 
Texas State University

Angel Ojeda 
College of Health Care Professions

Ariah Rivera 
The University of Texas at Austin

Ariana Burgos
Austin Community College

Augustine Ambrose Habintege 
Skillpoint Alliance

Berenice Martinez 
The University of Texas at Austin

Breon Ray 
Austin Community College

Brian T. Djomatou 
Skillpoint Alliance

Carolina Jimenez Mendoza 
Sam Houston State University

Celeste Robertson 
St. Edward's University

Chad Miller 
Angelo State University

Charmira Maxwell 
Texas A&M University Galveston

Christopher Mejia Gutierrez 
The University of Texas at Austin

Corinne Cromeans 
American Public University System

Cynthia Salinas 
St. Edward's University

Da'Shyra Cleveland 
University of Texas at San Antonio

Denia Perez Gutierrez 
Phlebotomy USA

Diahvyon Wood 
Prairie View A&M University

E'Maurai Glass 
University of Texas at San Antonio

Edher Raunel Reyes-Romero 
Austin Community College

Eduardo Garcia 
The University of Texas at Austin

Emanuel Cruz-Barrera 
Universal Technical Institute 

Fernando Aguilar 
Austin Community College

Fernando Fermin 
St. Edward's University

Flor Urquiza 
Baldwin Beauty School

Francis Carbajal-Ramos 
University of North Texas

Gabriela Rojas 
Texas State University

Gaudencia Elizabeth Garcia Lopez 
Texas State University

Gerardo Benitez Ugarte 
St. Edward's University

Isayris Hinojosa-Sanchez 
Texas State University

Jacqueline Grimaldo-Hernandez
St. Edward's University

Jada E. Davenport 
Avenue Five Institute

Janeth Aviles 
Texas A&M University College Station

Javier Villa-Rangel 
St. Edward's University

Jennifer Benitez 
The University of Texas at Austin

Jennifer Jaimes 
Texas State University

Jeremiah Thompson 
The University of Texas at Austin

Jesus Uresti-Mireles 
University of Texas at San Antonio

Joel Martinez 
Texas Tech University

Jordan Olea-Iniguez 
St. Edward's University

Jose Garduno 
Austin Community College

Joshua Ramirez Galindo
Impact Barber Academy

Juliet Alejandra Serna 
Austin Community College

Julio Damian Gutierrez 
Austin Community College

Kamryn Wooten
Texas A&M University College Station

Katelyn Martinez 
Paul Mitchell Cosmetology & Beauty School

Kelita Aleman 
Prairie View A&M University

Kevin Amaro 
University of Texas at Dallas

Kiana Dean 
Texas Woman's University

Leonardo Lopez-Barrientos 
St. Edward's University

Lisandro Silva 
Universal Technical Institute 

Lluvia Santana 
Texas State University

Breakthrough Graduates earned a degree or certificate in 2024
CLASS OF 2024



Mandy Chan 
Texas A&M University College Station

Marco Zavaleta 
Texas State University

Maria Grimaldo 
St. Edward's University

Maria Rangel 
Trinity University

Maurice Robert Johnson 
Tesla START

Michael Martinez 
Rose-Hulman Institute of Technology

Miranda Galvan 
Austin College

Nancy Yecenia Ramirez 
St. Edward's University

Natalie Davis 
Southwestern College 

Neal Gandhi 
University of Texas at Dallas

Nijya Willis
Austin Community College
 
Nishan Sunar 
Tesla START

Noemi Nova-Nunez
Austin Community College 

Pedro D. Barrera 
Austin Community College

Ricardo Gomez 
Austin Community College

Rodrige Mumbili 
Huston-Tillotson University

Sabrina Macedo 
The University of Texas at Austin

Sahian Salas 
Texas Woman's University

Salvador Gloria Moreno 
The University of Texas at Austin

Sara Amanda Berglund 
Austin Community College

Shahain Degante 
St. Edward's University

Sofia Mendoza 
CyberTex Institute of Technology

Stephany Uriostegui 
The University of Texas at Austin

Sydney Denmon 
Prairie View A&M University

Tiffany Cromeans 
St. Edward's University

Victor Alfonso Posada, Jr. 
Tesla START

Yael Sanchez 
Concordia University

Yessenia Torres Aguilar
Austin Community College

Zulema Velez-Ventura 
Texas Christian University
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